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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Utterberg. 
In regard to claims 1-2 and 11-12, Utterberg discloses a luer connector comprising: 

a female fitting 5 having an open end including a bore 1 1 and an opening at the end of the 
bore, wherein the bore has a taper and the opening has a diameter D as specified in ISO 
International Standard 594 (bore of 1 1 accepts tip 310 of 300 and 300 is made to ISO 594 
standards, see col. 4, lines 61-64); and 

a male fitting 300 having a projection G with a tapered bore which fits within the bore of 
the female fitting, the male fitting further including a fluid passage which extends through the 
projection and has an effective inner diameter. Although Utterberg does not disclose the exact 
dimension of the inner diameter it is most likely at least . 1 40 inches in diameter because the 
projection G is meant to extended into the bore C of 200 in fig. 3 and Utterberg states that C is 
5.1 mm or roughly .2 inches in diameter and the projection G has a reduced sidewall thickness 
(see col. 5, lines 48-50), which means that the inner diameter of projection G is probably also 
around .2 inches in diameter. However, even if G did not have an inner diameter of at least .140 
inches or about 0.143 inch +/- 0.003 inches, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to change the size to reach the desired diameter because a change in the size of a prior 
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art device is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re Rose , 220 F.2d 459, 105 
USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

In regard to claim 3, wherein the male fitting 300 comprises a body which includes the 
projection G, the fluid passage extending through the body. 

In regard to claim 4, further comprising an arrangement 300 (in fig. 6) which secures 
tubing to the male fitting. 

In regard to claim 5, further comprising an interlock mechanism 320 which interlocks 
the male fitting and the female fitting 5. 

In regard to claim 6, wherein the interlock mechanism 320 includes a mechanical 
coupling. 

In regard to claim 7, wherein the projection of the male fitting has a taper which is 
substantially equal to the taper in the bore of the female fitting (see figs. 6-7). 

In regard to claim 8, wherein the length of the projection G from the open end is less 
than about 0.295 inch (see col. 6, lines 30-31 where it says that M in fig. 7 is equal to 4 mm or 
roughly .16 inches. 

In regard to claim 9, the length of the projection may be in the range from about 0.180 
inch to about 0.190 inch, as M which is .16 inches, is slightly smaller than the length of G. 
However, even if not, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to change the 
size to reach the desired length because a change in the size of a prior art device is a design 
consideration within the skill of the art. In re Rose . 220 F.2d 459, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 
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In regard to claim 10, it is unclear what the outer diameter of the projection at the open 
end is, however it would have been obvious to make the opening less than about .170 inches 
because a change in the size of a prior art device is a design consideration within the skill of the 
art. In re Rose . 220 F.2d 459, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

3. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Utterberg in view 
of Ams et al. Utterberg discloses a luer connector and male fitting as described above, but does 
not disclose the use of the connector in an insufflation set. Ams et al. teaches that supplying 
insufflation sets with luer connectors (the T-piece) to connect adjoining components in a gas 
flow path is common and well known in the art. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the luer connector disclosed by Utterberg to join the various 
components in the gas flow path of an insufflation set. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Bills '134, Bills '008, Jepson and Heflin et al. all disclose similar couplings common 
in the art. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David E. Bochna/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



